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disrobed of his canonicals, and was girt about with a towel.
The bishop then washed the heel of the right foot of three
boys. He was then robed again and took his seat, while
some chanting went on. After a second reading by priest
and deacon, the bishop, being again disrobed, proceeded to
wash the feet of three other boys, as before. This was
done a third and a fourth time, but after the feet of two of
the last trio of boys had been washed, when the reader
reached the words: "Then cometh he to Simon Peter and
Peter saith unto him/5 the last boy arose and read from a
paper: " Lord, dost thou wash my feet ? " The bishop then
read the reply. When the colloquy was completed, with
no attempt at dramatic effect, the bishop completed the
washing.
On this same Thursday the Maronite patriarch at his
seat, with two or three bishops, consecrates the oil of bap-
tism, oil for extreme unction, and the holy chrism (the
meirun), all three kinds of oil to be distributed by the bish-
ops among the Maronite churches for use during the coin-
ing year. Oil remaining from the year before is burned.
As we have seen, the Greek patriarch of Constantinople,
with twelve bishops, consecrates the meirun for all the four
patriarchates, its preparation being very costly. During
the recent periods of his alienation (for two different rea-
sons) from the patriarchs of Antioch and Jerusalem, they
received the ineiruri from the metropolitan of St. Peters-
burg.
On Good Friday no mass is said in any of the Eastern
churches. They all maintain the service of the Adoration
of the Cross, known usually in Arabic as the jennfiz, or the
burial, which is ordinarily conducted in the afternoon,
though the Maronite rubric appoints it for the morning.
In the Greek Church the ceremony includes the follow-
ing features: On the altar is placed a richly embroidered
cloth on which is imprinted the figure of the dead Christ.
For this, in poorer churches, may be substituted the anti-
mins, or cloth on which the Gospels always rest between
services, arid on which the cup and paten are placed dur-
ing the liturgy. At the burial the cloth is covered with

